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PREFACE   

This is a guide to the writing style of RankPaedia. Its aim is to help contributors and authors 

conform their writing style according to how we write for our teeming readers. The stricter you 

adhere to this guide, the more likely it is that your list will be published. 

Prerequisites for a Successful Submission  

In order to create a successful submission, a few very basic requirements must be met.  All of the 

following must be complied with or your list will not be published.  

 The list must be written in acceptable English language. This is the number one reason we 

reject lists.  

 The subject matter must not be personal or unverifiable.  If you can’t provide proof from 

reputable sources that what you wrote is factual and valid, we would reject your 

submission. 

 The subject must not have been covered already on RankPaedia or elsewhere on the 

Internet.  We reject submissions that are copies or re-workings of previous lists or content 

found on other platforms. Try search in our website with your title to know if it has been 

covered previously or not. 

 The list must not be a translation of an existing page in a foreign language.  

Images and Videos  

You should not include images and videos in your submission.  Our team of editors will find 

appropriate visuals for your content.   

Adult and Disturbing Content  

We do not accept lists of an adult or illegal nature. We will reject lists about pornography, violence, 

terrorism, fraud, profanity, sexual fetishes or acts, etc.  

Plagiarism  

We take plagiarism very seriously.  We will reject your list, if, after using our plagiarism checkers, 

we discover that your list is lifted from someone else’s content.  

1. POPULAR CONTENT TYPE 

At RankPaedia, we write according to the needs and particular taste of our readers. If you tailor 

your submission to these tastes, you your list will most likely be published. This is a non-

exhaustive list of the most popular subjects we accept:  

 Mysteries: Mystery lists are the most popular. Unsolved and factual mysteries about man, 

the universe, monsters, UFOs, aliens, demons, ghosts, witches, etc. If you have a list 

dealing with this subject and it is not already covered on RankPaedia, it will probably be 

accepted if you comply with the rest of this guide.   

 Secrets: These are subjects that the average person is unaware of. List about secret codes, 

ciphers, untold histories, places that are forbidden, etc., will most likely be accepted.  If 



 

 

you can make our readers thirst to know something or to go somewhere they are not 

allowed, you have created a top-notch list.  

 Facts or Misconceptions: Tell us something we don’t already know. Popular lists in this 

area are facts we don’t know, disproving something we commonly believe to be true, or 

generally telling us more about something we already know. For example, we will love a 

list on “Top 10 Biblical Facts Everyone Gets Wrong”, if you can prove us wrong and 

make us believe it.  

 History: Lists that deal with historical topics are often very popular.  But these should not 

be dry lists—they still need to be a twist on something.  For example “Top 10 Leaders 

Who Attempted Suicide But Didn’t Die.” 

 Dark side of man: Lists which discuss the darker-side of man always do well. Lists of this 

type are “Top 10 Evil Men”, “Top 10 Evil Women”, “Top 10 Evil Human Experiments”, 

etc.   

 African lists: RankPaedia is largely an African blog. While we accept lists on particular 

subjects, regardless of location, we appreciate any good list about Africa. This is because 

we believe that a lot of more African stories need to be told. 

While these five areas are the most popular themes in our top articles, you shouldn’t be discouraged 

from sending in something which doesn’t quite fit.  There are always lists that appeal for other 

reasons. Leave the decision to us. 

2. UNIQUENESS  

Content that can’t be found elsewhere on the Internet is a plus. This obscurity of information makes 

something very enticing—it attracts readers to our blog and to your content.  

However, that is not to say that we are looking only for a unique take on something well known . 

. . such as a novel look at a movie or celebrity.  Lists derived primarily from pop culture are not 

particularly popular.  Pop culture can—of course—appear in your writing; but, like comedy, they 

should be secondary to the topic.  

Perhaps most importantly, your lists should not contain any entries from lists already found on 

RankPaedia unless it is given in a completely different light and context.  

3. SIMPLICITY  

The greatest writers of English literature all say the same thing: cut, then cut, then cut again.  Good 

writing comes from clarity and simplicity.  Sylvia Plath advises that you erase seventy percent of 

your work after writing.  If you can find a short word instead of a long one, use it.  If there is an 

Anglo-Saxon word that can be used instead of a word from Latin or French, use it. Make sentences 

short.   

Use a tool like ProWritingAid to tell you the readability level of your writing.  The best English 

literature is readable by an eleven year old.  Not because it is dumbed down, but because it has no 

extra complicated words that don’t add to the value of the writing.  



 

 

Here is an example of great writing that shows that even when you write for adults, you need to 

write concisely:  

“We were somewhere around Barstow on the edge of the desert when the drugs began to take 

hold. I remember saying something like “I feel a bit lightheaded; maybe you should drive..." And 

suddenly there was a terrible roar all around us and the sky was full of what looked like huge bats, 

all swooping and screeching and diving around the car, which was going about a hundred miles 

an hour with the top down to Las Vegas. And a voice was screaming: "Holy Jesus! What are these 

goddamn animals?” 

4. PRONOUNS  

We prefer the use of the inclusive “we.” By using “we” as the default pronoun, the readers feel 

included; as if they are on a learning journey together with the author.    

The use of “I” is permitted on occasion, but it should be used sparingly as it tends to create a divide 

between the author and the audience; the aim is to draw people in, not cause division.  

The use of “you” is permitted as long as it is not being used to intimidate or talk down to the 

readers.    

We subscribe to the traditional view of gender. Therefore, personal pronouns should be the 

standard she/he/his/hers/him/her.  We do not accept lists that use gender “spectrum” or other made 

up pronouns such as “xe/xim”.  

5. FACTS  

Facts are the lifeblood of RankPaedia lists.  On average, each item in a list should have one new 

fact—preferably facts that are not otherwise presented on the site and are not common knowledge.  

The more facts you can fit into an entry the more verifiable it is. Facts come before humor always. 

That doesn’t mean you should put jokes at the end of each item, it means precedence must always 

be given to the facts.   

You need to be careful, however, to ensure that the facts are well blended into the content.  They 

should not stick out but should rather appear to be a natural part of the overall text.  

6. SOURCES  

Sources are essential to RankPaedia lists as we deal with facts.  You need to back up every factual 

assertion with links to reputed websites—at least one per item.  Please avoid using tabloid 

newspapers, Quora, social media posts, contents found on discussion forums or any other platform 

that is generally known to be unreliable.  

We are aiming for more reputable sources like news organizations (local or national) that people 

have heard of and would recognize—organizations that actually have a reputation to uphold and 

care about getting facts right. Scholarly journals, academic publications, peer-reviewed scientific 

studies are all good news. Google Books and newspapers are usually reputable.  

We always strive to verify every fact submitted, so we will check. 



 

 

7. AUTHOR’S VOICE  

We are happy for the author’s voice to show through as we consider each writer to be a columnist; 

but care should be taken to ensure that this does not extend outside of the guidelines here.    

First and foremost the readers should feel you are credible and trustworthy.  You don’t need to 

write like you are writing an essay or an academic paper, but you should maintain a high standard. 

Advisedly, write as you would speak. 

8. SPIRITUAL REFERENCES  

We regret to inform you that we do not accept lists of an unverifiable religious or spiritual nature. 

Generally, we reject lists that make reference to the Bible, Qur’an or any other spiritual book. 

9. DEMOGRAPHICS  

We are generally writing for the intelligent 18+ audience. Your submission needs to be easy to 

read but not casual to a point of appearing thrown together. Big words are okay and complex 

concepts are also fine but not to the extent where they confuse the readers.  

Also, you are advised to write according to UK English. Please run your list against a British 

spellchecker before submitting.  

10. LISTING AND SUBMISSION FORMAT 

We only accept lists with ten (10) items. It is up to you to write in a particular order or not. It really 

does not matter to us. This makes our lists more concise and standard.  

Regarding the listing format, whether you number the entries or not is up to you, but if you do 

number them, you don’t need to include periods (.) in the header. For instance you can either write: 

Nelson Mandela 

Or 

5 Nelson Mandela  

For list submission, once you have met all the requirements of this guide, and you are ready to 

submit your list, you can now send your list to rankpaedia@gmail.com using this format: 

 Subject: List title 

 Text box: Author’s name, occupation brief and relevant social media handles 

 An attached Word document containing the list you wish to submit. 

N.B. You are advised to submit both a Word file and PDF of your list as attachments. This 

would help prevent cases of text distortions when rendered in different software versions. 

11. GENERAL EDITORIAL INFORMATION  

We use our own in-house style for editing. We encourage you to stick to good style that you may 

be familiar with, still.   
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We will make textual modifications, if necessary, but the less re-writing we need to do the more 

likely your list will be published. Spelling mistakes and basic grammatical errors are usually 

cleared up if you do two revisions of your list before sending it in.  

You should be cautious about the use of abbreviations that are not followed by full translations. 

We, however, entertain the use of contractions like “it’s” “we’ve” “they’re”, etc., in your 

submissions as they can give the impression of readability. Nonetheless, we’d appreciate if you 

keep it as semi-formal as you can.  

12. FINAL NOTE  

We reject all lists that require a lot of editing.  Please, do well to read, re-read, and read again 

(preferably aloud) before submitting. 

If a list has been rejected, we will give you some feedback, so you know why such an action was 

taken. 

APPENDIX I— LIST FORM  

1.1 All submitted lists must:  

1.2 include an introductory paragraph for the list;  

1.3 have 10 items; and  

1.4 include sources for each item (see the author’s guide for details).  

1.5 You confirm the list submitted for consideration has been written in accordance with this 

author’s guide. 


